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take part in the straggle which impended. The
absolute necessity of dislodging the British from
Deothul, was but too apparent to Umur Singh
and his council. There were, However, two com-
plete battalions now established there, besides
irregulars; and two pieces of field artillery had
been brought up and placed in position, to say
nothing of the works hastily prepared* The elite
of the Goorkha army were in this emergency col-
lected ; and two thousand, more than could well
operate at once on the broken ground of the ridge,
wei*e placed under the personal command of
Bhugtee Thapa, for the attack of Deothul next
morning.* Umur Singh himself also resolved to
appear in the field with his youngest son, the only
one with him, in order to encourage and support
the attack.

Agreeably to the arrangement thus determined
upon, the British position at Deotlml was attacked
at once on all sides whore it was accessible, just at
daybreak on the morning of the 16th of April-
The Goorkhas came on with furious intrepidity, so
much so, that several were bayoneted or cut to
pieces within our works* Umur Singh stood all

* This officer assured Umur Singh that he would return
victorious, or not at all; and he gave notice to his two wives
to prepare for their sutee, as ho had little hope of surviving.
They both sacrificed themselves on the funeral pile on which
his body wa* burnt the next day*